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     D.nr: 
     Datum: 
 

Application for use of archival documents 
concerning the Nobel Prizes in Physics and Chemistry 

 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Documents of the Nobel Archives older than 50 years were first opened for scholarly research by 
an amendment to the basic statutes of the Nobel Foundation in 1974. Previously the archives were 
closed. According to the statutes of the Nobel Foundation §10, third paragraph: A prize-awarding 
body may, however, after due consideration in each individual case. permit access to material which formed the basis 
for the evaluation and decision concerning a prize, for purposes of research in intellectual history. Such permission 
may not, however, be granted until at least 50 years have elapsed after the date on which the decision was made. The 
statutes of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences governing the Nobel archives further specify: 
In considering an application under §10, paragraph 3 of the Statues of the Nobel Foundation, the rule shall be that 
material relating to the research work of a named person may not be released during that person’s lifetime. If an 
application is made for the release of material which includes a special investigation or opinion by a named person 
who is still alive, the material may not be released without the consent of the person concerned. 

These rules concern documents in the Nobel archives of the Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences older than fifty years, which relate to the decisions to award the Nobel prizes in physics 
and chemistry. At the beginning of each year material relating to the prize-decision of 50 years 
earlier is released, i.e. in the beginning of 2023 the documents of 1972 are released and so on. These 
documents consist mainly of various minutes, scientific evaluations of different candidates and 
letters of nomination. N.B! With the exception of the last kind of document, the main part of  the 
archival material is in Swedish. 

The Nobel Archives relating to the prizes in physics and chemistry is managed by the Center 
for History of Science at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. Applications are to 
be addressed to this institution. The archive is open only to individual researchers after decision 
and approval by the Center in each single case according to the statues exemplified above. Normally 
only bona fide historians of science are granted access. The conditions of use of the documents are 
apparent from the rules listed on the third page of this form. Keep the last page of the form as 
your own copy of the rules governing the use of documents in the Nobel Archives and mail 
remaining three pages of the application to the following address: 
 

Center for History of Science 
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
Box 50005 
SE-104 05 Stockholm; Sweden.  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name & address: 
 
 
 
Position: 
 
Institutional affiliation: 
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 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Short statement of the purpose of the research in the Nobel Archive: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Preliminary statement of plan of publication for this research: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Relevant earlier publications: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Reference to person(s) with knowledge of my present and/or earlier relevant research projects: 
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Rules governing the use of documents in the 
Nobel Archives of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In consideration of the privilege of access, granted by the Center for History of Science, to the 
Nobel Archive for scholarly studies of the Nobel prize-awards I agree to the following: 

 
• I agree to give credit to the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences whenever materials from its 

Nobel Archives are quoted or summarized or otherwise used in a publication. References 
in print to the repository of the documents will be stated as: the Nobel Archives, The Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. For publications in Swedish the repository shall 
be stated as: Kungl. Vetenskapsakademiens Nobelarkiv, Stockholm. 

 
• Copies, by Xerox, microfilming, digital camera or other techniques (including copying by 

hand), that I make or order from the Nobel Archives, or such that are sent to me by the 
Center for History of Science, are personal. Such copies are to be kept as private holdings 
and must not be made available to other persons by any means. If any there be, I will refer 
enquiries concerning the documents of the Nobel Archives directly to the Center for 
History of Science at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. At the 
completion of my research I agree to return to the Center for History of Science any copies 
as described above or by destruction make sure that they will not in the future pass into 
the hands of others. 

 
• I agree to deposit a copy of the published results of my research carried out with the help of 

documents from the Nobel Archives with the Center for History of Science or to send, to 
the same institution, a note of information, with a complete reference, to any publication 
of such results. 

 
 
Signature: ...........................................................................................................................................................  
 
Name in block letters: .....................................................................................................................................  
 
Date:  .................................................................................................................................................................  
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APPLICANTS COPY OF AGREEMENT 
 

(Please, fill in form and sign agreement on preceding pages. Keep this page as your own 
copy of the rules and send rest of form to address mentioned on the first page of the 
application) 
 
Rules governing the use of documents in the Nobel Archives of the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
In consideration of the privilege of access, granted by the Center for History of Science, to the 
Nobel Archives for scholarly studies of the Nobel prize-awards I agree to the following: 

 
• I agree to give credit to the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences whenever materials from its 

Nobel Archives are quoted or summarized or otherwise used in a publication. References 
in print to the repository of the documents will be stated as: the Nobel Archives, The Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. For publications in Swedish the repository shall 
be stated as: Kungl. Vetenskapsakademiens Nobelarkiv, Stockholm. 

 
• Copies, by Xerox, microfilming, digital camera or other techniques (including copying by 

hand), that I make or order from the Nobel Archives, or such that are sent to me by the 
Center for History of Science, are personal. Such copies are to be kept as private holdings 
and must not be made available to other persons by any means. If any there be, I will refer 
enquiries concerning the documents of the Nobel Archives directly to the Center for 
History of Science at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. At the 
completion of my research I agree to return to the Center for History of Science any copies 
as described above or by destruction make sure that they will not in the future pass into 
the hands of others. 

 
• I agree to deposit a copy of the published results of my research carried out with the help of 

documents from the Nobel Archives with the Center for History of Science or to send, to 
the same institution, a note of information, with a complete reference, to any publication 
of such results. 

 


